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Leading the 

Implementation of a 

Schoolwide Vocabulary 

Program

Presented by Robert J. Marzano

Steve Houston
Regional Representative

Today’s Moderator

Use your Chat dialogue box for technical questions. Send 
them to the user named Marzano Research.

You will be placed on mute during the webinar. Type 

content-related questions in the Chat dialogue box and 
Dr. Marzano will answer select questions at the end of 

the presentation. 

Webinar recording and handouts will be available on the 
website within five days at MarzanoResearch.com

You will receive an email with this link within the next 
five business days.

Tips for Today’s Presentation

mailto:steve.houston@solution-tree.com
mailto:steve.houston@solution-tree.com
mailto:steve.houston@solution-tree.com
http://www.marzanoresearch.com/
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Dr. Robert J. Marzano
Cofounder and CEO of Marzano Research Laboratory 

in Englewood, Colorado

Leading researcher in education, speaker, trainer, and 

author of more than 30 books and 150 articles

Topics include:
Instruction

Assessment

Writing and implementing standards

Cognition

Effective leadership

Books include:
Designing & Teaching Learning Goals & Objectives

District Leadership That Works

Formative Assessment & Standards-Based Grading

On Excellence in Teaching

The Art and Science of Teaching

Vocabulary Games for the Classroom

NEW! The Highly Engaged Classroom

Today’s Presenter
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the basic general terms,

the advanced general 

terms, and

the academic terms
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Let’s start with academic vocabulary.

Vocabulary Terms and Phrases

Classroom Practice

1. Identify critical terms and phrases

2. Use a research-based process for teaching new 

terms and phrases

angle

area

average

bar graph

congruent

difference

estimation

hexagon

length

width

octagon

parallel

perimeter

product

rhombus

square

symmetry

triangle

vertical

horizontal

3rd Grade Mathematics
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predict

compare

observe

investigate

analyze

amplify

frequency

vibration

Newton

properties

pitch

food web

life cycle

living organism

structure

inherit

reproduction

environment

characteristics

hypothesis

3rd Grade Science

actor

animation

audience

cause and effect

commercial

conclusion

cue

detail

directions

drama

ending

facial expression

humor

minor character

main character

plot development

role playing

central idea

mood

myth

3rd Language Arts

prairie

Oregon Trail

lariat

oxen

expedition

territory

homestead

settlement

pioneer

farm/ranch

Native American

legacy

stampede

fertile

wagon trails

cabin

cattle

seasonal dwelling

plateau

frontier

3rd Social Studies
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Step 1: Provide a description, explanation, or example of the 

new term.

Step 2: Ask students to restate the description, explanation, 

or example in their own words.

Step 3: Ask students to construct a picture, symbol, or 

graphic representing the term or phrase.

Step 4: Engage students periodically in activities that help 

them add to their knowledge of the terms in their 

notebooks.

Step 5: Periodically ask students to discuss the terms with 

one another.

Step 6: Involve students periodically in games that allow 

them to play with terms.

A Six-Step Process for Teaching New Terms

Mutualism

The interaction of organisms within an 
ecosystem in a manner that significantly 
benefits both, although the resulting 
relationship is not critical to the continued 
existence of either

Term, phrase

Category: (standard, unit, alphabetical)

Picture/graphicDescription:

Related terms, phrases
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Step 1: Provide a description, explanation, or example of the 

new term.

Step 2: Ask students to restate the description, explanation, 

or example in their own words.

Step 3: Ask students to construct a picture, symbol, or 

graphic representing the term or phrase.

Step 4: Engage students periodically in activities that help 

them add to their knowledge of the terms in their 

notebooks.

Step 5: Periodically ask students to discuss the terms with 

one another.

Step 6: Involve students periodically in games that allow 

them to play with terms.

A Six-Step Process for Teaching New Terms

Basic Vocabulary
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Step 1: Provide a description, explanation, or example of the 

new term.

Step 2: Ask students to restate the description, explanation, 

or example in their own words.

Step 3: Ask students to construct a picture, symbol, or 

graphic representing the term or phrase.

Step 4: Engage students periodically in activities that help 

them add to their knowledge of the terms in their 

notebooks.

Step 5: Periodically ask students to discuss the terms with 

one another.

Step 6: Involve students periodically in games that allow 

them to play with terms.

A Six-Step Process for Teaching New Terms

Step 1: Provide a description, explanation, or example of the 

new term.

Step 2: Ask students to restate the description, explanation, 

or example in their own words.

Step 3: Ask students to construct a picture, symbol, or 

graphic representing the term or phrase.

Step 4: Engage students periodically in COMPARISON 

ACTIVITIES activities that help them add to their knowledge of the 

terms in their notebooks.

Step 5: Periodically ask students to discuss the terms with 

one another.

Step 6: Involve students periodically in games that allow 

them to play with terms.

A Six-Step Process for Teaching New Terms

Comparing

Identifying and describing similarities and 

differences among items
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A and B are similar because they both:

________________.

________________.

________________.

A and B are different because: 

A is __________, but B is ___________.

A is __________, but B is ___________.

A is __________, but B is ___________.

Bad and Evil are similar because they both:

________________.

________________.

________________.

Bad and Evil are different because: 

Bad is ___, but Evil is ___________.

Bad is ___, but Evil is ___________.

Bad is ___, but Evil is ___________.
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A Win and a Victory are similar because they both:

________________.

________________.

________________.

A Win and a Victory are different because: 

Win is ___,   but Victory is __________.

Win is ___,but Victory is ________.

Win is ___,but Victory is ________.

Fractions and Decimals are similar because they 

both:

________________.         

________________.   

________________.

Fractions and Decimals are different because: 

Fractions __, but Decimals __.

Fractions __, but Decimals __.

Fractions __, but Decimals __.

A Monarchy and a Dictatorship are similar because 

they both:

________________.         

________________.   

________________.

A Monarchy and a Dictatorship are different 

because: 

A Monarchy___, but a Dictatorship____.

A Monarchy___, but a Dictatorship____.

A Monarchy___, but a Dictatorship____. 
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Item 1 Item 2 Item 3

Characteristic      

1

Similarities and/or 

Differences

Characteristic 

2

Similarities and/or 

Differences

Characteristic 

3

Similarities and/or 

Differences

Characteristic 

4

Similarities and/or 

Differences

lake
(basic)

ocean

(basic)

cove

(advanced)

Size      Similarities and/or 

Differences

Type of water Similarities and/or 

Differences

Things that 

happen there

Similarities and/or 

Differences

Characteristic 

4

Similarities and/or  

Differences
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the basic general terms,

the advanced general 

terms, and

the academic terms

Nashville, TN

The Highly Engaged Classroom is included with 

your registration.

Debra 

Pickering

Bea 

McGarvey

Formative Assessment & Standards-Based Grading is 

included with your registration.

Tammy 

Heflebower

Jan

Hoegh
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The Art and Science of Teaching is included 

with your registration.

Tammy 

Heflebower

Robert J. 

Marzano

Vocabulary Games for the Classroom is included with 

your registration.

Mitzi 

Hoback

Margaret 

McInteer

Questions?
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Thank You!

A recording and slide handouts from today’s webinar will be 
available in the next five business days. These will be accessible 

at MarzanoResearch.com

You will receive an email with this link.


