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Instructions for Participating in Action Research
Thank you for agreeing to participate in an independent action research study regarding the effectiveness and utility of specific instructional strategies in your classroom. To be involved in a study, you must be willing to do a few things. First, you should select a specific instructional strategy and use this strategy in a unit of instruction or set of related lessons on a single topic (hereinafter referred to as unit) and design a pretest and posttest for that unit. It is best if the unit is relatively short. For example, if you teach mathematics, you might select a one-week unit on linear equations using nonlinguistic representations as your target instructional strategy. Second, you must deliver the same unit to two different groups of students (a treatment group and a control group).

At the beginning of the unit, you would administer a pretest on linear equations. Then at the end of the unit, you would administer a posttest. This test could be identical to the pretest or it could be different. The important point is that you have a pretest and a posttest score for each student on the topic of linear equations. The pretest and posttest should be comprehensive. Also, you would administer the same pretest and posttest to both treatment and control groups.

Again, you are teaching the same unit to two different groups of students (treatment and control). Ideally, you would teach the unit to both groups during the same period of time. When teaching the unit of instruction to the treatment group, you would make sure you use your target instructional strategy whenever and in ways you believe it to be applicable. When teaching the unit of instruction to the control group, you would NOT use your target instructional strategy.

If you are an elementary school teacher and do not have two different classes of students then you would teach two separate units to the same group of students. The first unit is considered the control group in that your chosen instructional strategy is not used. The second unit is considered the treatment group in that your chosen strategy is used. Please ensure that the duration of each unit is the same and that the content of each unit is as closely related as possible (e.g., complementary topics within the same academic content area). For example, you might teach a two week unit of instruction on writing essays that focus on logical progression of ideas with good transition sentences. You would begin the unit with a pretest composition that is scored using a rubric specifically designed to measure students’ logical progression of ideas and use of good transition sentences. At the end of the unit you would assign another composition, this one used as a posttest, which would be scored using the same rubric. During this unit of instruction, you would not use your target instructional strategy. Then, you might teach a two week unit of instruction on writing essays with a clear purpose for a specific audience. As before, you would begin the unit with a pretest composition that is scored using a rubric specifically designed to measure students’ presentation of a clear purpose for a specific audience. At the end of the unit you would assign another composition, this one used as a posttest. Again you would score the composition using the same rubric. During this unit of instruction you would make sure you use your target instructional strategy whenever and in ways you believe it to be applicable.
As an alternative, you may submit scores from a control group taught by another teacher if you adhere to the following:
· Both classes must address the same content.
· Both classes must be the same length (i.e., four days of instruction between pretest and posttest).
· Both classes must take the same pretest and posttest.
Pretest and posttest scores for each student need to be recorded on the appropriate form below, along with general demographic information for each student. This information will help Marzano Research Laboratory determine if specific strategies might be more useful for a specific type of student. If a student does NOT take a test, leave a blank space on the form to indicate a missing test. Please note there is no space for including student names or other means of identifying students. This has been done intentionally to comply with student privacy requirements. This is an anonymous action research study; do NOT include any student names, identification numbers, or other student identifiers on the data sheets you submit to Marzano Research Laboratory. Both pretest and posttest scores should be translated to a percentage format. For example, if your pretest involves 20 points and a particular student receives a score of 15, then translate the 15 into a percentage of 75% (i.e., 15/20 = .75 x 100 = 75%) and record that as the pretest score for the student (leaving the percentage sign off, i.e., 75). If your posttest involves 80 points and that same student receives a score of 75, then translate the 75 into a percentage of 94% (75/80 = .94 x 100 = 94%) and record that as the student’s posttest score (leaving the percentage sign off, i.e., 94). The same procedure would be employed if you used a rubric. For example, if a student received a 2 on a 4-point rubric on the pretest, this score would be translated to a percentage of 50% (2/4 = .50 x 100) and this would be recorded as the student’s pretest score. The same translation would be done on the student’s rubric score for the posttest. Again, leaving the percentage sign off the score recorded on the forms.

When you have finished the study, please complete the appropriate forms and submit them via email to Marzano Research Laboratory (info@marzanoresearch.com).

The first data form asks you to provide general information about your independent action research study and your target instructional strategy. Providing school and district information is optional. The second and third forms ask you to provide anonymous demographic information about your students, along with their pretest and posttest scores. The second form is for students in the treatment group (i.e., the students in the group that used the target instructional strategy). The third form is for students in the control group (i.e., the students in the group that did NOT use the target instructional strategy). Please use the ethnicity codes listed at the bottom of each form when completing the demographic information for your students. The final form is a brief survey regarding your general experience as a teacher and your use of the target instructional strategy.
For the purposes of this independent action research study, please use the following definitions when providing student demographic data:
· English Language Learner (ELL): English Language Learner (ELL) was formerly referred to as Limited English Proficient (LEP). Students being served in appropriate programs of language assistance (e.g., English as a Second Language, High Intensity Language Training, bilingual education). Does not include pupils enrolled in a class to learn a language other than English or students reclassified as Fully English Proficient (FEP).
· Free/Reduced Lunch: Students who receive a free lunch or a reduced-price lunch under the National School Lunch Act.
· Special Education: Students with disabilities designated as special education students under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B.
Thank you again for considering participation in an independent action research study.
Name:
School (optional):
District (optional):
Grade level(s) taught:
Target instructional strategy:
Topic (and general subject area) addressed during the unit where the target instructional strategy was used (treatment group):
Unit length (number of days):
Topic (and general subject area) addressed during the unit where the target instructional strategy was NOT used (control group):
Unit length (number of days):
Were both classes comprised of different students? (Y/N):
General description of what you did with the target instructional strategy class (treatment group):

General description of what you did with the non-target instructional strategy class (control group):
Treatment Group Scores – Target Instructional Strategy Used

	Student
	Grade
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	Ethnicity
	Free/Reduced Lunch (Y/N)
	English Language Learner (Y/N)
	Special Education (Y/N)
	Pretest Score
	Posttest Score
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Ethnicity Code: A – Asian, AA – African American, C – White/Caucasian, H – Hispanic, N – Native American, O – Other

Treatment Group Scores – Target Instructional Strategy NOT Used

	Student
	Grade
	Gender
	Ethnicity
	Free/Reduced Lunch (Y/N)
	English Language Learner (Y/N)
	Special Education (Y/N)
	Pretest Score
	Posttest Score
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Ethnicity Code: A – Asian, AA – African American, C – White/Caucasian, H – Hispanic, N – Native American, O – Other
Teacher Survey
How long have you been teaching? 
How long have you used this target instructional strategy in your classroom? 
How confident are you in your ability to use this target instructional strategy in your classroom?
	Not at all
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