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Recommendation 
 

Consistently provide students with 
opportunities to ask and answer 
questions to better understand the 
text they read. 
 

This part of Recommendation 3 includes practices for teaching students how to answer 
different types of questions and how to develop and answer their own questions about a 
text. Ultimately, the goal of this recommendation is for students to ask and answer 
questions to draw inferences and engage in meaningful discussions about a text. 
 

How to carry out the recommendation 
 

1. Explicitly teach students how to find and justify answers 
to different types of questions. 

 

Instructional strategies from the examples 
 

• Utilize specific questioning strategies (e.g., Right There, Think and Search, 
Author in Me) to help students answer questions by justifying their answers 
from the text. 

• Draw connections between student’s own background knowledge to derive 
meaning from the text. 
 

South Carolina standards alignment 
 

ELA: RL.MC.5, RI.MC.5 

TEACHER: INST.AM.4, INST.TH.1, INST.TH.2 

 

Focus instruction on common questions that may be asked about a text. Encourage 
students to answer and justify their answers to these questions by connecting the text 
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to their own world knowledge or deriving meaning from the context within the 
passage. Resource 3B.1 outlines three common question types. Work with students to 
answer each type of question individually and provide justification for their answers 
from the text. Example 3B.1 shows how to model the use of a “Right There” question 
in a passage of text. Include more difficult questions centered on the text, such as 
“Think and Search” and “Author and Me,” as students demonstrate understanding. 
Examples 3B.2 and 3B.3 demonstrate how to move beyond “Right There” level 
questions into more complex analyses of the passages. 
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2. Provide ample opportunities for students to 
collaboratively answer questions. 

 

Instructional strategies from the examples 
 

• Utilize specific questioning strategies (e.g., Right There, Think and Search, and 
Author in Me) and ensure students can answer questions using these three 
strategies. 

• Model how to select pieces of relevant information from the text to answer the 
questions and determine what information is less important.  

• Work with both simple and complex questions and use the “Author and Me” 
protocol. 

• Provide scaffolding, such as “prompt” cards to support students in discovering 
the answers to the guiding questions. 
 

South Carolina standards alignment 
 

ELA: RL.MC.5, RI.MC.5 
TEACHER: INST.MS.3, INST.AM.7 
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Using the three levels of questions mentioned above, have students demonstrate that 
they can answer each type. Make sure to include both basic and complex questions 
within each lesson. Guide students to the appropriate sections of the text where 
answers can be found but avoid directly providing the answer or the exact place in the 
text. Work with the whole class to identify portions of the text that provide answers to 
the questions and write out this information for the whole class. Support students in 
selecting the pieces of relevant information and identifying those sections of the text 
that are less important. Example 3B.4 demonstrates how to guide students through an 
“Author and Me” level question. Consider creating “Prompt” cards to share with 
students to support the process of discovering answers to the guiding questions. 
Resource 3B.2 shows an example of a prompt card. 
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3. Teach students to ask questions about the text while 
reading. 

 

Instructional strategies from the examples 
 

• Create a list of common questions that can be used with a variety of reading 
texts. Guide students to create their own list.  

• Have students share their questions and answers with peers in a small group or 
pair. 
 

South Carolina standards alignment 
 

ELA: RL.MC.5, RI.MC.5 

TEACHER: INST.MS.2, INST.MS.3, INST.AM.5, INST.Q.1 
 

Creating questions for a text can lead to a deeper understanding of the meaning 
within the text. Establishing a list of common questions to be answered while reading 
can encourage independence and confidence in the reading process. As students 
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demonstrate skill on these basic, pre-made questions, have them develop their own 
set of guiding questions. Consider creating prompt cards with common questions and 
space for them to create their own. As comfort with this process grows, encourage 
students to share and discuss questions and answers in small groups and pairs. 
Resource 3B.3 includes common question stems. 
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Potential roadblocks and how to address them 
  

Roadblock Suggested Approach 

My students are having difficulty 
formulating justifications for their 
answers. 

Students will need support as they practice justifying 
their answers. Model with the text how to pose and 
answer relevant questions and extract the phrase or 
phrases that support their response. 

When the questions use words that 
don’t exactly match the text, my 
students are stumped. 

Briefly demonstrate how words can mean the same 
even when the words themselves differ. Clarify 
confusing or unclear uses of pronouns. 

My students still can’t answer Author 
and Me questions even after I have 
modeled how to do it. 

Focus on the appropriate instructional level for the 
text; students will struggle when their world knowledge 
is not developed enough to understand the context in 
the text. Begin with simpler texts and use a mixture of 
peer work and independent practice before 
incorporating more complex subject areas. 

My students sometimes make 
seemingly irrelevant connections to 
their world knowledge. 

Encourage students to evaluate their connections and 
compare them to what they already know on a topic. 
Lead the discussion to discover why some information 
is relevant and ask leading questions to help students 
evaluate the importance of the information to the 
meaning of the text. 

My students are really struggling with 
generating questions as they read. 

Begin with a focus on “Right There” questions before 
moving to more complex evaluations of the text. 
Provide a prompt card with common question stems. 
Have a student read the passage out loud first and 
generate questions orally before engaging 
independently. 
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